
Epworth Forest New Residents Package 
 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Welcome to the Neighborhood! Moving in can be both exhilarating and overwhelming. 
The Epworth Forest Property Owners Association would like to get to know you and make 
the move-in process a little less stressful. We’ve put this packet together so that 
newcomers will have all the information you might need to know to get you off to a good 
start in the ‘hood.   
 
We’d like to greet you in person, so let us know that you are here! Of course we would 
like to invite you to be a member of the POA, but if you’re not ready to make it official 
just yet, please fill out the directory information on the web site. And don’t worry—your 
information is only for the directory. It is never sold to any third party. This lets us know 
that you are here. We also like to look out for one another—if you happen to be gone 
during high winds, for example, we can let you know if your property needs attention! 
 
To get you started, we’ve put together this packet of information to help get you settled. 
See you around the neighborhood!   
 
Our packet contains six parts: 
 

1. Introduction 
2. Piers, Fire Lanes, and Easement 
3. Utilities information 
4. Town Events 
5. Property Owner’s Association Membership page 
6. History of the Neighborhood and Community 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. Piers, Easements, and Fire Lanes 
 
Part of the attraction of living in Epworth Forest is beautiful Lake Webster. The ability to 
place a pier on the lake in Epworth Forest is governed by a 2014 Kosciusko County Court 
Order.  As set up by the court, a non-profit corporation run by an elected group of 
residents called the Epworth Forest Administration Committee, or EFAC administers the 
Order. For more information regarding pier placement, size, and administration fees, 
please see their website at www.epworthfac.com. The Epworth Forest Property Owners 
Association is not involved in pier issues. 
 
To further enjoy the lake, all lakeside properties within Epworth Forest have an easement, 
or right-of-way, set aside for the enjoyment of all residents and their guests, as well as the 
church camp staff, guests, and attendees. It is for the exclusive purposes of “fishing, 
promenading, and private pier access.” No vehicles are allowed on the easement with the 
exception of wheelchair accessibility vehicles. By court order EFAC, not the property 
owners association, is responsible for the enforcement of all easement matters.  
 
The easements are accessed by the “fire lanes” only. These easements are located at the 
end of most roads leading to the lake. There is no parking in the fire lanes.   
 



3. Utilities and Services Information 
 
 
Our neighborhood is unincorporated and policed by the  
            Kosciusko County Sheriff’s Department.   
            Non Emergency (866) 322-5857     Emergency 911 
 
North Webster Fire Department  
             Non Emergency (574) 834-7676    Emergency 911 
 
North Webster Community Public Library 
 301 N. Main in the Community Center 
 574-834-7122 
  
Animal Control is by the Kosciusko County Animal Control Officer (574) 267-5667 
  
NIPSCO Electric and Natural Gas 
             Customer Service at 1-800-464-7726 
             www.nipsco.com/ 
 
MediaCom Cable, Telephone & Internet 
             Customer Service at 1-877-791-7850 
              www.mediacomcable.com 
 
Century Link Telephone & Internet 
             Customer Service at 1-800-788-3600 
             www.centurylink.com 
 
North Webster Sewer Department 
            Customer Service at 1-574-834-7241 
            www.northwebster.com 
 
Trash pickup is individually contracted by any one of 3 companies. 
             Earth Wise Environmental Services 
                  Customer Service at 1-574-834-2931         
             Sweetheimer Trash Removal 
                  Customer Service at 1-574-594-5142 
                  www.sweetheimertrash.com 
            Waste Management -Warsaw 
                  Customer Service at 1-574-269-5948 
                    
 
There is no water service, all homes have individual wells. 



4. Town Events 
 
Summer in a lake community holds an excitement and rhythm all its own, and the town of 
North Webster is no different. Certain festivals and events mark the season. Here are a few 
of the town’s favorites. 
 
For more than 70 years, the North Webster Lions Club has sponsored the Mermaid 
Festival during the third week of June. While specific events within the festival vary from 
year to year, highlights always include a parade, the crowning of the Queen of the Lakes, 
and a Cutie King and Queen contest. For more information, check out the North Webster 
Lions Club at www.nwlionsclub.com or find them on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/MermaidFestival/  
 
Another great, summer community event is the Dixie Day Festival featuring the Dixie Day 
Arts and Crafts Fair. For more than 10 years, the North Webster – Tippecanoe Township 
Chamber of Commerce has sponsored this celebration and recognition of the Dixie Boat 
being afloat on Lake Webster. The Dixie is a local institution that is listed on the National 
Register of Historical Places. The current Sternwheeler has been paddling around the lake 
since 1929, and she never fails to disappoint. Tickets can be purchased at the Lakeview 
Pizza King restaurant adjacent to where the Dixie is moored. Information about the Dixie 
can be found at www.ridethedixie.com or on Facebook at Dixie Sternwheeler.  More 
information about the festival can be found at http://www.northwebster.com. 
 
Speaking of the Chamber of Commerce, they have also sponsored free weekly concerts in 
the park between Memorial Day and Labor Day on Friday nights. Find all current local 
events on the Chamber’s web page at 
http://www.northwebster.com/home/community/upcoming-events-2/ 
 
No Independence Day celebration would be complete without a fireworks display, and 
fireworks over the lake add a special ambience that is hard to beat. Epworth Forest 
residents are fortunate to be able to view these from lakefront or boat. The fireworks 
display is sponsored by the Webster Lake Conservation Association (WLCA) and more 
information can be found at http://lakewebster.net/events.php 
 
The North Webster Ski Bees water ski team has been entertaining Lake Webster residents 
and guests since 1953. Shows are held throughout the summer and end with a “ski around 
the lake” in August.  For the current schedule and more information, check out 
www.websterskibees.com	
	
	
	



5.  EFPOA Membership – Owners and Renters 
 
Epworth Forest is a great place to live and play.  It’s filled with a lot of great people. We 
think EFPOA is like the icing on that cake.   
 
Unlike a lot of property owners associations we don’t have any bite. That’s a good thing. 
What some people see as a weakness, we see as our big advantage. We are not about 
enforcing a set of rules. We are about cooperation, neighbors coming together, neighbors 
getting to know and respect one another. We are neighbors together doing what none of 
us can do on our own, making our neighborhood better.   
 
We’d like you to be apart of that.  Our dues are just $35 a year for the whole family.  
That’s a pretty good deal! Send in this membership form and we will get you on our 
mailing list for upcoming events and news.  Your dues help fund new events and projects 
every year.  We look forward to hearing from you soon.   
 
 
 

Membership Application 
 
First/Last Name ________________________________________________________________________________ 
Epworth Forest Address  _________________________________________________________________________	
	
Membership Dues -- $35 (Includes Directory)    $ ____________________ 
Capital Projects Fund       $ ____________________ 
Snow Removal Fund       $ ____________________ 
Road Repair Fund       $ ____________________ 
 
        Total for dues and special funds (Make check to EFPOA)  $ ____________________ 
 
 

Please provide new or updated information for our annual directory and mailings 
 
Full time address _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Additional family members to be included in the directory  _______________________________________________ 
Epworth Forest home phone ______________________ 
Cell phones (names/ numbers) ____________________________________________________________________ 
Cottage Name or other information for the directory ____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Information provided will not be sold but will be published in the annual neighborhood directory unless otherwise requested. 
 

Return and mail payments to:  
  

EFPOA 
 P.O. Box 688,  

North Webster, IN  4655 



6. History of the Neighborhood and Community 
 
 
It all started for your neighborhood back in 1923.  It was then that the Methodist Church 
purchased the land that makes up what is referred to today as Epworth Forest from John 
Kline.  The purchase totaled 240 acres that included Kline Island (also known as 
Muscongus Island in the 1930’s). The large island that Mr. Kline’s family had lived on, and 
is today named after, is located just off the shore from the Beach House.  
 

 
Kline Island 

(the family can be seen near the shore and the home is directly behind in the center) 
 
The land was purchased to establish what would be a “church camp” by today’s 
definition.  The land to the west and east of the church camp was plotted into residential 
lots to be sold to help fund the purchase.  Initially, individual churches purchased most of 
the lots. They built summer dorms or bunkhouses for their church’s parishioners to attend 
the summer church camp programs.   As the years passed, the make up of the church 
camp’s programs and attendees changed.  The need for churches to maintain their own 
dorms faded and most were sold then remodeled into lake cottages.  Other smaller 
cottages had been the summer homes of the ministers who were active in the church 
camp’s activities.  As the ministers retired or moved on many of these homes changed 
hands as well.   All of that made a dramatic change in the make up of property owners in 
the neighborhood.   Although some property owners retain roots dating back to the days 
when almost everyone in the neighborhood was associated with the Methodist Church, 
today a lot of owners have only read of their neighborhood’s unique secular history.   
 



Knowing all this history is a good thing.  It helps explain a few oddities unique to our 
neighborhood.  First of all, if you’re going to live here, you need to know all you can 
about “The Easement” so you can make sense of what’s going on.  In 1924 when the 
church platted the neighborhood it was hard to envision the neighborhood becoming a 
separate entity in its own right. Back then it was all about people coming here for the 
church camp.  The church did not extend property lines from lakeside lots to the lake 
intentionally. They retained ownership of all of the shoreline and set it aside as an 
easement for promenading and fishing by the residents and attendees of the camp.   
Walking to and from the camp was done several times a day when attending classes and 
eating meals.  This was the main reason for the easement. It was meant as a pedestrian 
thoroughfare and means to meet fellow campers.  
 

 
The Shoreline of Epworth Forest in the 1930’s 

 
 
Piers were not originally an issue. In 1923 outboard boat motors had barely been thought 
of.  An individual pier for each property was a concept not engaged as there was no need 
for them yet.  Of course as the years passed almost all residents came to desire piers for 
their boats along the lakeshore.  Since the church owned the land by the shoreline, the 
right to put piers out was granted to all homeowners by the church.  The church became a 
landlord of sorts for the property alongside the lake in Epworth Forest.  By the 1990’s 
management of the piers had gotten out of hand and had become a huge burden for the 
church.  Lawsuits ensued and were becoming the yearly norm for a means to settle 
disputes over the usage of what legally was the church’s land.   By way of a court order, 
the church voluntarily gave the “easement” property directly in front of each lakeside 
home to each individual homeowner.  But the gift came with strings attached!  The 



lakeside homeowner would now own the land BUT the right of way was not relinquished 
to the homeowner or any other successive owner for that matter.   
 
All residential lakeside lots in Epworth Forest have a dividing line on their property that 
separates the original plotted land with no restrictions from the land that was given by the 
church with the restrictions.  The restrictions, or “covenants,” require the land must 
remain open to all residents and their guests, camp staff, camp attendees and church 
guests for the purposes of promenading, fishing, and pier access. It is a part of the records 
in the county recorder’s office for each deeded waterfront lot in Epworth Forest. Like it or 
not, that’s a fact of ownership in Epworth Forest.  It is true for all residential lakeside lots in 
Epworth Forest from 1st trail to the end of Wesley Lane at Eagle Point. There are no 
exceptions and it is open to use by all who live or stay here.  But before you go taking off 
down the shoreline you need to know the history of how you get there.  You can’t just go 
walking through people’s yards. That’s private property! 
 

 
Partial map of Epworth Forest property lines from Kosciusko County Beacon Maps 

(map shows street extensions to the lake and waterfront “easement” property) 
 
The “secret” access is granted through history.  You see, the church never gave up certain 
property that leads to the easement.  The church’s right-of-way is still there and open to 
you so that you can get to and from the “lakeside easement” even if you don’t reside in a 
lakeside home.  Here’s how it works. In Epworth Forest each street that abuts the lake has 
a church owned and platted easement that extends to the waters edge. Sometimes 
residents maintain these church owned easements so well they become indiscernible from 
a yard, but they are not the property of the lakeside residents. They are church property 
whether they look like a street extension or a lakeside lawn. These street extension 
easements allow entrance and exit to the lakeside easement in front of all Epworth Forest 
waterfront lots.  The street extensions are for the use of all residents, camp attendees and 
staff.  Many of these easements, but not all, are marked with “Fire Lane” or “No Parking” 



signs.  The lack of such signage though, does not preclude the use of the right of way. 
Once on the lakeside easement you can literally walk along the shoreline from the farthest 
point west in Epworth Forest to the farthest point east (with the exception of the church 
camp property that lies between the east and west parts our neighborhood at the beach 
house area. The church camp area is usually open to residents but is subject to their 
restrictions, such as no access during summer church camps).  
 
With the land in front of each home now belonging to the homeowner (with the 
restrictions) it was thought the lawsuits would come to an end.  That wasn’t the case. The 
donation by the church and change of ownership only fed fuel to the fire of countless 
court battles and lawsuits that continued over the enforcement of covenants (aka 
restrictions).  In the end the court upheld the covenants and ordered that a non-profit 
corporation was to be formed to administrate easement and pier matters directly. This was 
done to clear the court from routine lawsuits over the easement and piers.  The 
corporation was given the power to levy fees and fines with regard to enforcement of 
court orders regarding piers and the easement.  By court order the non-profit corporation 
was named the Epworth Forest Administration Committee or “EFAC”.   EFAC is often 
confused with EFPOA, the property owners’ association. The two have entirely different 
roles in the community (more on EFPOA later). Any resident placing a pier on the Epworth 
Forest waterfront comes under the jurisdiction of this corporation (EFAC) and its 
administration.  This includes any residential lot, waterfront or not.   Waterfront residents 
also come under the corporation’s jurisdiction concerning the administration of the 
“easement” in front of their home. The corporation enforces the courts order concerning 
things such as restricting building upon the easement or blocking the easement in any way 
which are strictly prohibited by court order. It’s all good history to know since it still 
affects residents today. 
 
A second oddity to living here is that the church did not sell or give the roadways to the 
county.  They remain property of the church but are deeded as easements.  This leaves the 
county out of the responsibility for street maintenance.  Over the years though the county 
has agreed to maintain roads that school busses use in their routes. So a few of Epworth 
Forest’s roads are maintained by the county, but not most (these are the roads that have 
blue street signs).  As the church now has its own exclusive entrance to the camp, the 
church has almost entirely stepped away from road maintenance of the remaining 
neighborhood streets.  This leaves no one responsible for the “non-school bus route” 
roads.  The Property Owners Association voluntarily tries to do what it can to maintain 
them and plow them in the winter. Now is a good time to put a plug in for the association 
who is bringing you this newcomer’s packet. They are doing all of this and more for only 
$35 a year.  Please consider joining!  We are a good group to belong to.  And now back 
to the history… 
 
All of the property not owned by individual homeowners in Epworth Forest is now and 
always has been owned by the Methodist Church since our neighborhood was formed.  
For newcomers this is an easy way to understand what belongs to whom and who is 



responsible for what.  The baseball field, basketball and tennis court, the beach and 
shoreline beside it, the Beach House, and even the roads in the neighborhood all belong 
to the church camp. They are not publicly owned. That said, there is a lot of history that 
intermingles between the church camp and the homeowners.  The area where the Beach 
House is today is definitely on that list.   
 

 
The Giant Slide at Epworth Forest 

(Located about where the Beach House is today) 
 

The beach area was a source of recreation for the neighborhood right from the beginning.  
In fact one of the first things erected there was a giant slide that took riders scooting out 
over the lake at the bottom.   
 



 
The First Beach House 

 
Next to it soon would be the first “beach house”. There was a small grocery store there for 
a bit, and it even had a library in the “top” floor with books from the church camp.  
Playground equipment was located next to and in front of the first beach house.  Not too 
far from there, the Dixie made regular stops near where the podium stands today.  It was 
the easy way to get to town as well as take a tour!  Eventually, the original beach house 
was replaced by today’s Beach House in 1963.  For many decades it was known as 
Cokesbury rather than the Beach House, but they are one in the same building.   
 



 
“The Hotel” Circa 1961 

 
The old large white building to the east of the Beach House is the hotel.  It has been 
known by several names throughout its history but “The Hotel” always seems to convey 
what’s necessary.    It too was a central spot for the neighborhood.  Through the 1960’s 
Sunday morning breakfasts were served from the cafeteria in its basement and all residents 
were welcome.    
 



 
“The Hotel” Circa 1930 

(stables can be seen behind, “facilities” to the left, and the auditorium to the far left) 
 
Rooms could be rented in the hotel but it was a church camp hotel, not a commercial 
hotel.  It was basic lodging with shared bathrooms.  (Originally in 1924 it didn’t have 
bathrooms at all. Outhouses were located to the west and rear of the building.) A large 
wooden auditorium stood next to the hotel that offered Sunday church services to 
residents back in the 1960’s as well. It could accommodate 1800 people when it was 
built. It remained in service until it was razed in 2016 and replaced with the metal 
building on site today.  



 
The Amphitheater 

(Located behind the hotel) 
 
In 1964, an amphitheater was built behind the hotel. The musical “Showboat” was 
performed there annually.  The Dixie would deliver the cast to the stage and 
neighborhood residents were invited to attend. The amphitheater was razed in 2012 to 
make way for the lodges that currently occupy that spot. 
 
 



 
Sunbathing by the Beach 

(Notice the seats for Sunday service on the right and hotel in background) 
 
The area was not fenced off back then and the camp and the neighborhood were 
considered one by many.   It was common to attend church on Sunday morning in the 
auditorium (or along the shore if the weather was nice), eat Sunday dinner at the hotel, 
and sunbathe on the beach in the afternoon.  
 
The area was quite the place to be through the early 1970’s. Then in 1974 “The Fence,” as 
it came to be known, was put up.  It was seen as a bold statement restricting residents 
from access to the beach.  (Remnants of it remain on the sides of the Beach House to this 
day).  The remainder of the chain link fence was removed in 1983 but the damage was 
done.  The separation of neighborhood from church camp was in full motion.  Sunday 
church services were gone, breakfast in the hotel was gone, and residents had all but 
disappeared from the beach.   
 
As history often repeats itself, a new less offensive split rail fence was installed around the 
entire camp in 2016 (but this time the beach area was excluded).   The new fence was not 
met with warm feelings by many of the neighborhood residents upon its installation and 
remains as a testament to the diverging interests of the church camp and the 
neighborhood residents. Despite these diverging interests though the camp continues to 
offer its facilities for use in activities of the Property Owners Association and the 
Association in turn provides projects and volunteers that benefit the church camp. Only 
time will tell how the relationship will unfold but for now Epworth Forest is still a terrific 
place to come home to. 
 



Our town has a rich history as well.  Rather than repeat it here we’d like to point you to 
the source.  At http://www.northwebster.com/home/community/history/ you can find all about our 
town.  And at http://www.ridethedixie.com/historical/home.html you can find tons of information 
on the Dixie, our beloved old paddle boat that you will hear whistling its way past 
Epworth Forest during the summer months.  Be sure to take a ride on her. It’s history you 
can ride!   
 
(Please direct corrections to this document to Rick Owens c/o EFPOA) 
 


